CRISES   OF  THE   SIXTEENTH  CENTURY

While the two kings were jointly engaged in besieging Paris, which
was defended by the League, Henry was assassinated by a monk
belonging to it, and Henry of Navarre became king of France.
The partisans of the League refused to recognize a heretic as king,
so the civil war still went on between it and Henry. The Spanish
army in the Netherlands arrived to defend Paris, where the Guise
princes, the leaders of the League, organized a government which
lasted for four years.

Finally the Catholic bourgeois, desirous of restoring order and
delivering the country from the Spanish soldiers, sided with
Henry IV, who now announced his conversion to the Catholic
religion and was soon recognized as legitimate king by the greater
part of the kingdom. He completed the subjugation of the country
by buying over, one by one, the governors of the towns and pro-
vinces who had remained in the League party, and by becoming
reconciled with the pope; after which he made .peace with
Spain.

When the submission of the country was complete, he allayed
the anxiety of the Calvinists, whom his conversion had made
uneasy, by granting them the Edict of Nantes, which, summing
up the provisions of previous edicts, recognized their freedom of
conscience and worship on the lines laid down in 1563, further
conceding them two towns in each bailliaget and the mixed cham-
bers created in 1576 in some of the Parlements. There were secret
articles which left them a large number of places of refuge for a
period of some years, afterwards renewed for thirty years. No
other sovereign of that period granted such a degree of religious
liberty or such guarantees to subjects belonging to a religion other
than that of the prince. For the first time since the Roman Em-
pire, part of the subjects of a country were officially withdrawn
from the ecclesiastical authority, and a breach was officially made
in the unity of religion.

JsociAL  CHANGES

As a result of the religious crisis, the civil war, the king's fiscal

operations, and the change in the conditions of economic life,

society underwent a profound transformation during the sixteenth

century, The abundance of gold and silver brought from America,
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